CONSTANCE KENT S CONSCIENCE
accommodation of his house. He slept soundly on the fatal
night and did not wake till a quarter past seven. He set off for
Trowbridge so soon as he heard the child was missing. The
house could not have been entered from without except
by violence, of which there was no trace. He knew before
he left for Trowbridge that the blanket was missing, and told
the turnpike-keeper at Southwick so. On the Saturday after
the murder it was arranged that two policemen should pass the
night in the house. He admitted them at n p.m., after the
household had gone to bed; put them in the kitchen, well
provided with refreshments; and locked them in without their
knowledge. These vigilant officers were presumably so
occupied in refreshing themselves that they were unaware of
their predicament till 2, a.m., when they made such a noise at
the door that Mr. Kent came down and unlocked it. Pressed
for an explanation of this strange proceeding, he now ex-
plained: "I bolted the door that the house might appear as
usual, and that no one might know there were policemen in
the house/' He kept a large Newfoundland dog for pro-
tection of the premises and let it loose at night. He did so at
10 p.m. on the Friday. He was often awakened by its barking,
but that night he heard no bark. The dog did not bark at the
inmates. Cross-examined by Mr; Ribton, he might have
expressed to the police the opinion that no one could have
got into the house from the outside. He made no search
himself before going to Trowbridge. He had refused to allow
a plan of the premises to be taken. He did not interrogate the
nurse on the morning of the murder, nor did he enter the
nursery on that occasion. The only reason he had for
supposing, before he searched the premises, that the child was
stolen, was that he was told it was missing.
Mrs. Kent described how she gave her boy a pill at eight
o'clock on the Friday night and saw him put to bed. When
she went to bed herself at eleven she shut the nursery door. It
creaked, unless shut carefully. Owing to her condition, she
was very restless and awoke frequently during the night.
She heard no sound from the nursery. Mr. Kent did not leave
his bed till 7.30 next morning. Early in the morning she heard
the drawing-room shutters opened, but did not call her
husband's attention to that as he was asleep. She was not
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